AV

=
Ozi Ikoro

AFRICAN HISTORY - CULTURE - INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

l///

CULTURAL HERITAGE

From Arondizuogu to the World:

The Story of Pita Nwana and
Omenuko

By Chukwunwike Ossai

Ozikoro.com - Cultural Heritage - 2 min read

FEATURE
IMAGE NO FEATURED IMAGE IN THE RECORD

The article carries no featured image, so this panel is left as an honest

empty space rather than filled with one.




‘CULTURAL HERITAGE OZIKORO.COM - 02

0zi Ikoro
FROM ARONDIZUOGU TO THE WORLD

From Arondizuogu to the World:
The Story of Pita Nwana and
Omenuko

By Chukwunwike Ossai - Cultural Heritage - Ozikoro.com

Omenuko,” published in 1933, was a big milestone in African

literature as it was the first book in the Igho language. The author,
Pita Nwana, made history with this book in literature, capturing the
culture and morals of the Igbo people.

This story follows the life of Igwegbe Odum, a true figure from
Arondizuogu. He is a real businessman but has moral complications,
including trading in human beings during hard times.

Pita Nwana was born in Nwosu in the late 19th century in
Arondizuogu, an Igbo-speaking part of Nigeria. He is an extraordinary
self-taught man. Unlike many of his time, Nwana didn’t attend school;
instead, he learned to read and write at Sunday School in Methodist
College, Uzuakoli. His journey into literature started with a
competition organized by the International African Institute, where
“Omenuko” won first place and was published.

Nwana’s life was one of perseverance and hard work, even though he
wasn’t formally educated. His ability to use language and understand
culture made him write a book that touched many generations. The
way he told stories, mixing traditional Igbo storytelling with the
influence of missionary education, made people recognize him for his
cultural truth and importance in history.

“Omenuko” talks about the rising and falling of Igwegbe Odum, an Aro

Igbo businessman whose life story is about ambition and warning. The
book talks teach topics about wealth, morality, and what action causes
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in a community with complex social systems. The story captured the
Igbo society’s socio-political scene, how Colonia’s influence affects
traditional practices and the moral dilemmas people face when trying
to succeed.

This book isn’t just literature but also a cultural artifact that gave
insights into the Igbo apprenticeship system and the moral fabric of
society. It became standard reading for Igbo children, teaching
language, culture, and history.

The cultural impact of “Omenuko” wasn’t minor. It is one of the first
books many children see in their education, either in school or
community reading sessions. When Ernest N. Emenyonu later
translated it into English, it allowed more people to appreciate the
depth of Igbo literature and culture. Emenyonu’s hard work has
helped to bridge the gap between African language literature and
global readers.

However, adapting “Omenuko” into other media, like films, has
encountered some challenges, showing the difficulties of representing
culture and copyright matters. The story of trying to adapt it,
especially by people like Onyeka Onwenu, shows the complexities of
modernizing traditional stories while keeping their cultural value.

Despite his humble beginnings, he left a big mark on literature and
culture. His commitment to his community, faith, and craft as a
carpenter and writer shall be inspired. Nwana died in 1968, but what
he did for Igbo literature and the cultural narrative of Nigeria is still
alive.

“Omenuko” by Pita Nwana remains a key work in African literature,
not just because of its historical significance as the first Igho novel but
also because it richly depicts Igbo life, values, and the human
condition. It stands as proof of the power of storytelling to keep and
pass culture from one generation to another. “Omenuko” Nwana’s
voice still reigns, giving insight into the past while guiding the
present.
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