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T he Ofala Festival of 1971 marked a significant moment in the
reign of His Majesty Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue, CFR,

a revered monarch whose leadership left an indelible mark on the
history of Onitsha and the Igbo People. Born on October 5, 1923, in
Onitsha, Nigeria, Igwe Okagbue ascended to the throne and became
one of the most distinguished and respected traditional rulers in Igbo
land. His 31-year reign, characterized by wisdom, cultural
preservation, and progressive leadership, cemented his legacy as one
of the longest-serving and most impactful kings in the history of
Onitsha.

Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue was born into the royal family of
Onitsha, a city renowned for its rich cultural heritage and historical
significance in southeastern Nigeria. From a young age, he exhibited
leadership qualities and a deep connection to his cultural roots. His
early education took him across different cities, providing him with a
well-rounded academic foundation. He attended:

· St. Mary’s Primary School, Onitsha
· Holy Cross Catholic School, Benin City
· Roman Catholic Mission Primary School, Ibusa
· Christ the King College (CKC), Onitsha

Beyond academics, young Okagbue had a deep love for sports and
philanthropy, values that would later define his reign as a monarch.
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Before ascending the throne, Okagbue became a titled man within
Onitsha’s traditional hierarchy, taking the Ozo title of Akukalia, a
significant step that affirmed his standing in the community. His
eventual coronation as the 20th Obi of Onitsha on November 25, 1970,
placed him in a dynasty that had thrived for over 400 years. His
enthronement came at a crucial time, as Nigeria emerged from the
devastation of the Nigerian Civil War (1967–1970). Onitsha required a
leader who could ensure stability, cultural revival, and economic
growth.

H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue – Photo: Inlandtown.com

The Ofala Festival: A Celebration of Culture and Kingship

The Ofala Festival, an annual cultural event in Onitsha, is a vibrant
celebration of the king’s authority, the community’s heritage, and the
enduring spirit of the Igbo people. The 1971 Ofala Festival, held
during Igwe Okagbue’s reign, was particularly notable for its
grandeur and cultural significance. The festival served as a platform
to showcase the rich traditions of Onitsha, including music, dance, art,
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and the display of royal regalia. Igwe Okagbue’s leadership during
this period reinforced the importance of cultural preservation in a
rapidly changing world.

Ofala festival in Onitsha. Photo by Eaghadiuno

The 31-Year Reign: Achievements and Contributions

Igwe Okagbue’s 31-year reign remains one of the longest in Onitsha’s
history. His leadership was defined by cultural preservation,
infrastructural development, and national influence. He was a unifying
figure who worked tirelessly to foster peace and collaboration among
his people. His efforts extended beyond Onitsha, as he played a key
role in promoting Igbo culture and traditions nationally and
internationally.
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H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue – Photo: Inlandtown.com

Cultural Preservation and the Ofala Festival

One of his greatest legacies was revitalizing the Ofala Festival, an
annual celebration reaffirming the Obi’s spiritual and political
authority. The 1971 Ofala Festival, held a year after his coronation,
was a landmark event that strengthened Onitsha’s cultural identity.
The festival continues to be one of the most significant Igbo cultural
events, drawing attendees from across Nigeria and beyond.
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H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue. Photo: Okwuohq

National and International Recognition

Throughout his reign, Igwe Okagbue earned several prestigious
national and international honours, including:

· Commander of the Order of the Federal Republic (CFR) – 1978
· The Order of the Republic of Sudan – 1974
· Honorary Doctorate in Law (Hon. LL.D) from Ado Bayero

University, Kano

His contributions extended beyond Onitsha, earning him a reputation
as a traditional ruler with national and international influence.

Leadership Roles and Public Service

Igwe Okagbue was actively involved in governance, academia, and
community development. His leadership positions included:

· Chancellor, Ado Bayero University, Kano
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· Chairman, Anambra State Council of Traditional Rulers
· Member, FESTAC Committee on Culture and Regatta
· Member, Rotary Club
· Patron, Man O’War Bay Club
· Patron, Honda Club of Nigeria
· Patron, Onitsha Development Trust Fund

Through these roles, he contributed significantly to education, culture,
and national development, reinforcing the importance of traditional
leadership in modern governance.

H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue – Photo: Inlandtown.com

Until his passing in 2001, Igwe Okagbue remained one of Nigeria’s
most respected traditional rulers. His accomplishments brought fame
and prestige to the Onitsha Kingdom, securing its place as a cultural
and economic powerhouse.
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H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue – Photo: Inlandtown.com

His legacy lives on through his enduring impact on Onitsha’s
traditions and his children, who have excelled in various fields. Among
them are:

· Sandra Okagbue – Beauty queen and model
· Chris Okagbue – Nollywood actor, model, and winner of Gulder

Ultimate Search Season 8
· Bella Okagbue – Reality TV star (Big Brother Naija Season 7)
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H.R.H Dr. Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue – Photo: Inlandtown.com

Igwe Alphonsus Okechukwu Okagbue, CFR, was not just a traditional
ruler but a visionary leader, cultural custodian, and a bridge between
tradition and modernity. His reign strengthened Onitsha’s position as
a leading Igbo kingdom and contributed to Nigeria’s cultural and
political landscape. He remains an enduring figure in Igbo history
through his dedication to tradition, education, and national
development.
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