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omen in Anioma played key roles in the religious and economic

sphere, especially as priestesses of marketplace. This special
position don’t just enable women to be in charge of spiritual
authorities but also take part in economic authorities, showcasing the
intertwined nature of commerce and religion in Anioma culture.

The market wasn’t just a place for buying and selling but also a sacred
place where the physical and spiritual realms meet. Women that are
majorly traders held important opinions on the day to day activities of
these marketplaces and mostly served as priestesses that oversees the
rituals and making sure the marketplace was prosperous and blissful.

The women’s authority based on religion allowed them to control
every shrine and traditional cults associated with commerce, re
kindling women’s status as community leaders.. As religious leaders,
the women also facilitates the spiritual activities that was important
for buying and selling in the marketplaces.

The also conducted rituals to call blissfulness on the traders, including
their goods and services, making sure everyone witness sales
bountifully and guiding the marketplace from badluck and evil.

Also, Otu Omu was another women Council that was included amoung
market priestesses, they regularly joined hands in making political

decisions that affects local trades.

Their ability in making sure that fines are imposed on those who were
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found disturbing the marketplace didn’t just maintained peace and
order but made sure women'’s voices are heard.

The women of Anioma through these mediums displays an important
interplay between trade and faith.
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