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The Ikwerre-Ibo mural decoration and Chi shrine” as depicted in

Percy Amaury Talbot’s book “Tribes of the Niger Delta” (1932),
showcase the rich cultural heritage of the Ikwerre people, an Igho
subgroup in Rivers State, Nigeria.

In Percy Amaury Talbot’s Tribes of the Niger Delta (1932), the
depiction of “The Ikwerre-Ibo mural decoration and Chi shrine”
provides a fascinating look into the rich cultural and spiritual heritage
of the Ikwerre people, an Igbo subgroup residing in Rivers State,
Nigeria. Talbot’s work highlights both the artistic expression and deep
spiritual beliefs of the Ikwerre, offering insights into their unique
contributions to Igbo culture.

Talbot’s documentation of the exterior mural decorations of the
Ikwerre-Ibo showcases:

1. Intricate Designs and Patterns: These murals reflect the creativity
of Ikwerre artistry, featuring vibrant and meticulous detailing unique
to the community.

2. Geometric Shapes and Iconography: These murals include
depictions of animals, mythological creatures, and geometric patterns,
each infused with cultural meaning and reflecting Ikwerre beliefs

about the natural and supernatural world.

3. Symbolism: Each mural is laden with symbolism, representing
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Ikwerre values, myths, and legends, offering a visual storytelling
medium that conveys community narratives and preserves traditional
beliefs.

The Chi shrine, a place of reverence, embodies the Ikwerre’s
connection to Igbo cosmology and spiritual practices. Key features
include:

1. Chi: “Chiokike or Chi” This personal deity, or spiritual guide,
represents a fundamental concept in Igbo belief, embodying each
individual’s destiny and connection to the spiritual realm.

2. Traditional Shrine Architecture: Characterized by carved wooden
pillars and other unique architectural elements, the shrine’s design
reflects typical Ikwerre style and serves as a sacred space for
communion with the divine.

3. Ritual Artifacts: The shrine contains a range of symbolic objects,
including masks, figurines, and vessels, which play central roles in
rituals and ceremonies, facilitating communication with the spiritual
world.

Cultural and Anthropological Significance:

Talbot’s documentation of the Ikwerre people during the pre-colonial
and early colonial periods serves as an essential record of their
cultural heritage. His work illuminates the anthropological importance
of Ikwerre traditions, particularly their contributions to Igbo
cosmology, art, and spirituality. The intricate mural designs and the
Chi shrine architecture offer a unique lens through which to
understand the broader Igbo cultural and spiritual practices shared
across the region. These artistic and symbolic expressions not only
preserve lkwerre cultural identity but also provide a window into the
communal values and beliefs that shaped the lives of the Ikwerre
people.

Talbot, P. A. (1932). Tribes of the Niger Delta: Their Religions and
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Customs. Oxford University Press.
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