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In Ahaba , the system of age grade is one of the most intricate structure
that socially guards a the journey of males from youthfulness to elderhood.
The hierarchy starts with “Nziza Ezi” which is from (age 0-18), This is
followed with “Okwulagwe” (age 19-45), the next hierarchy following
Okwulagwe is the “Ochokoloma”…

In Ahaba, the system of age grade is one of the most intricate
structure that socially guards a the journey of males from youthfulness
to elderhood.

The hierarchy starts with “Nziza Ezi” which is from (age 0-18),

This is followed with “Okwulagwe” (age 19-45), the next hierarchy
following Okwulagwe is the “Ochokoloma” (age 46-55),

and finally “Ichiokwa” ( age 73 and above), where the elderly men get
to the position of just being respected advisors in the communities.

The ceremony of Mkpisi is a highly and well respected rite of age
grade passage which helps in the initiation of Ahaba men into
becoming citizens, the rite marks the transition from young to
adulthood, it also ushers their inclusion into government.

Every twenty years, or whenever its deemed fit for young males of
Ahaba lineage, the young men are being initiated and also enumerated
to be, recognized officially as “Mgbamkpisi” citizens.

The ritual process of Mgbamkpisi is being, kept exceptionally for
Ahaba-born males, use symbolic materials like “Ofo Alor” sticks and
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“Akwu-Ocha”,

This is to affirm the place of the men in the heritage of Ahaba. The
ceremony of Mkpisi, via its special practices, makes sure that the
continuity and preservation of Ahaba values and identity is
paramount.

©BETWEEN EGWU-OTA, TRADITIONAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
AND

GOVERNANCE IN ASABA, DELTA STATE, NIGERIA
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