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FEATURE

IMAGE An Ikwerre Igho woman mourning
the death of her husband. Note the

clay hand imprints on her body.
Photographed by Percy Amaury
Talbot in the his book from tribes of
the Niger Delta 1900s
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his photograph, taken by Percy Amaury Talbot in the early 1900s,

captures an Ikwerre Igbho woman mourning the loss of her
husband. The clay hand imprints on her body symbolize grief, purity,
and connection to ancestral traditions. In many Igbho communities,
mourning practices include symbolic gestures, such as body markings,
to express sorrow and respect for the deceased. This image provides
insight into the cultural heritage and spiritual practices of the Ikwerre
people, emphasizing their deep connection to rituals surrounding life
and death.

Talbot, P. A. (1915). The tribes of the Niger Delta. London: Oxford
University Press.
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