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he Nchaka Festival is a prestigious annual celebration among Ndi

Ogba of Ogbha/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area, Rivers
State, Nigeria. This event, typically held between November and
December, marks the end of the farming season and serves as a time
for thanksgiving, purification, and communal unity. The festival, which
centers around the yam, the king of crops, is deeply rooted in Ogba
and Igbo traditions in general, spirituality, and agrarian heritage.
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Cultural and Spiritual
Significance

The Nchaka Festival is a symbolic expression of gratitude for a
bountiful harvest and a spiritual rite of renewal. The Ogba people
regard yam as sacred so as the entire Igbo people, believing that its
successful harvest ensures fertility, prosperity, and divine favour for
the community. The festival also functions as a cleansing ritual,
believed to ward off evil spirits and misfortune while ushering in
blessings for the coming year.
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Eze-Ogba of Ogba land, His Eminence, Barr. (Dr.) Nwachuku Nnam O

The Eze-Ogba of Ogba Land, His Eminence, Sir (Dr.) Nwachuku
Chukwumela Nnam Obi II (JP), plays a central role in the festivities. As
the traditional ruler and spiritual leader, he convenes the event,
offering prayers of thanksgiving and enlightening the people on the
significance of yam in their cultural and economic life. The festival
also attracts royal fathers, dignitaries, and guests from neighbouring
communities, who pay homage to the Eze-Ogba and express solidarity
with the Ogba people.
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Key Features of the Nchaka
Festival

1. The Royal Proclamation and Opening Ceremony

Ozi lkoro - African History, Culture & Indigenous Knowledge 03



NCHAKA FESTIVAL OZIKORO.COM - 04

The festival begins with a proclamation by the Eze-Ogba at the
Ahiankwo market square, officially launching the celebrations. This
royal declaration is followed by a grand feast, attended by traditional
leaders, elders, and prominent figures within the community.

2. Masquerade Displays and Ancestral Worship

Masquerade performances are a significant aspect of the Nchaka
Festival. These ancestral spirits, embodied in elaborate costumes and
masks, perform ritual dances, storytelling, and spiritual displays. The
masquerades symbolize the link between the living and the ancestors,
reinforcing Ogba heritage and moral values.

3. Traditional Wrestling Competitions (Mgba-Egwu)

A major highlight of the festival is Mgba-Egwu, the traditional
wrestling competition. These matches, held in various communities,
serve as a test of strength, skill, and endurance while promoting
healthy rivalry and entertainment.

4. Cultural Exhibitions and Artistic Displays

The festival provides a platform for cultural expression, featuring:

*Traditional music and dance, accompanied by energetic drumming
and chanting.

*Magical performances, where skilled individuals demonstrate
supernatural feats.

*Craft and costume exhibitions, showcasing intricate artistry and
ancestral symbolism in Ogba regalia.

Central to the celebration is the feasting on new yams, a practice that
strengthens social bonds and reinforces the festival’s communal spirit.
Traditional meals, especially yam-based dishes, are prepared and
shared among families and visitors.
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The Role of Costumes and
Spiritual Symbolism

Costumes play a vital role in the Nchaka Festival, defining the
spirituality, history, and identity of the Ndi Ogba. Masquerades and
performers don intricate attire, representing ancestral spirits, deities,
and warriors. The festival’s costume designs and craftsmanship are
considered sacred, helping to preserve Ogba heritage and traditional
beliefs.
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Challenges and Modern
Relevance

Despite its cultural significance, the Nchaka Festival has faced
challenges due to Western influences and Christianization, which
discourage deity worship and ancestral veneration. As modernization
spreads, certain aspects of the festival have diminished or evolved, but
efforts are being made to document and preserve its traditions. The
festival remains a cornerstone of Ogba identity, drawing tourists,
historians, and cultural enthusiasts.
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Nchaka Festival 2020, POPA Media

The Nchaka Festival stands as a testament to the resilience of Ogba
traditions, promoting unity, spirituality, and cultural heritage.
Through its rituals, performances, and communal celebrations, it
continues to strengthen the bonds of the Ndi Ogba and preserve their
rich history for future generations.
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