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A titled Igbo woman, Ndoni,‘present day Rivers State, Nigeria.Lower Niger French Catholic mission postcard, turn
of the 20th century.

he history and culture of the Igbo people in Nigeria are steeped

in rich traditions, one of which includes the remarkable heritage
of Ndoni, located in present-day Rivers State. Among these traditions,
the title “Une Grande Dame de Ndoni” reflects the deep respect
accorded to titled women in Igbo society. This phrase, which
translates to “A Great Lady of Ndoni,” embodies the strength,
leadership, and cultural significance of women in this community.

The Ndoni people are part of a larger tribe/clan known as Ndi
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Oshimili, meaning “the people of the Niger” who are also part of the
Ukwuani Tribe and Igbo ethnic group at large. This name emphasize
their historical and geographical connection to the River Niger, which
has shaped their identity and way of life. Ndi Oshimili are further
categorized as Oru and Ogbasu (Ogbaru) people, reflecting their
shared linguistic, cultural, and spiritual heritage with other
communities along the lower Niger.

This region’s ties to French Catholic missionary activity at the turn of
the 20th century provide additional insights into the cultural exchange
that shaped Ndi Oshimili’s identity. Lower Niger French Catholic
missions were instrumental in documenting and preserving glimpses
of this society through postcards and written records. These postcards
often featured images of titled men and women, reflecting the
significant role of leadership and societal structure within the Igbo
world.

The depiction of “Une Grande Dame de Ndoni” on such postcards
symbolizes not only her societal stature but also the integration of
indigenous and colonial narratives during that period. Her role likely
encompassed leadership in matters of family, community, and trade,
demonstrating the importance of women in the economic and
sociopolitical fabric of Igbo society.

Ndi Oshimili’s cultural practices and historical roots provide a
fascinating lens for understanding the dynamic relationships between
the River Niger and its people. This narrative of resilience, adaptation,
and leadership continues to shape the identity of Ndoni and its
descendants.
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