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How It Originated And Its Former Ways Nduku Festival is a big cultural
party celebrated in Ezhionum Delta State, Nigeria. These people are
Ukwuani-speaking people, a dialect of the larger Igbo tribe, and are groups
from the Ukwuani ( kwale) territory. We don’t have enough books carrying
their full history, but from what we...

How It Originated And Its Former Ways

duku Festival is a big cultural party celebrated in Ezhionum

Delta State, Nigeria. These people are Ukwuani-speaking people,
a dialect of the larger Igbo tribe, and are groups from the Ukwuani (
kwale) territory. We don’t have enough books carrying their full
history, but from what we know, it has existed for a long time now,
probably a hundred years. The name “Nduku” doesn’t have a clear
English meaning, but locally, it means powerful or big people, which is
tied to the ways of ndi Ezhionum. It was said that it started as a thing
that marks how young boys turn into men or how the community holds
a strong bond, like an initiation that most Igbo do.

Nduku Festival is filled with many interesting activities that make it
special. Masquerades (Mmanwu): This is a big celebration. People
normally dress in fine costumes as spirits or ancestors and dance
everywhere with drums and songs. Masquerades serve as a bridge
that joins the living and the dead, making it pleasing to everybody.

Music and Dance: Drums, flutes, and other local instruments keep the
place lively. Men, women, and even children dance together,
expressing happiness. It’s a festival that gets old and young dancing in
the streets, which is very pleasing.
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Rituals and Age Grades: In most places, Nduku is all about welcoming
adults and people who have attained a certain stage in life. They may
carry out some sacrifices in shrines or eat food together in the village
square, which shows how united they are.

Rules and Taboos: Way back, there were restrictions on most things,
like only men being members of masquerade groups or places
considered very holy. But now, things are changing bit by bit, and
women are entering the scene.

Time and Duration: It is celebrated yearly, mostly in January. This is
different from other Nduku Festivals in Obiaruku, which are
celebrated in November. It can be done in a day or extended to seven
days, with preparations that end with a big ceremony.

The Festival is not just a play but has a deeper meaning attached to it,
which involves; Keeping The Culture Alive: As the world changes with
the use of mobile communications and city life, Nduku holds its old
ways firm, teaching young people songs, dance, and stories left behind
by their forefathers. Bringing People Together: Old and young, men
and women, dance, eat, and laugh together. It bonds the community.
Spiritual Beliefs: Through masquerades and shrines, they call
ancestors, asking for blessings and thanking them for life. This is an
important part of how they view the world. Financial Aspect: Though
they don’t say much about it, the festival helps food marketers sell
more clothes or crafts, bringing more cash to the village.

In 2021 and 2022, people used phones to record Nduku and post it on
channels like YouTube and Facebook. It is interesting to view, which
also means most people outside Ezhionum are aware of it. This might
make it popular, but most people might be worried that it might
become a play for image capturing by strangers, thereby losing its
value. Women and children now dance more, not just men, thereby
gradually changing with time.

Nduku Festival shows that the people of Ezhionum don’t wish to
forget their culture, even if festivals like Christmas are more popular.
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Maybe because it is in the village, or some stories that were changed
by the whites, it is not really written in books. But as we speak, on
March 25th, 2025, it is still practiced. It keeps us wondering about its
differences from other festivals or large celebrations in Africa, with its
special masquerades and age-grades styles.

Nduku Festival is a fine celebration that carries the spirit, history, and
hope of Ezhionum. It features masquerades, different kinds of music,
and everybody coming together. It holds its culture firm while growing
with modernity. Even though it is not well known in Nigeria, it means
a lot to those practicing it. If we want to know more, we can ask the
elders in Ezhionum or write down their stories properly so this fine
Festival won’t lose its voice.
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