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bosi is a vibrant city in Anambra State, southeastern Nigeria,

with a rich history, culture, and economic significance. It is
located in Idemili North Local Government Area and is one of the most
populous areas in West Africa, with a population of up to 140,000.
Contributing to its growth as a hub for trade, culture, and community
life. This comprehensive breakdown of Obosi covers its history,
geography, culture, economy, festivals, education, and what the town
means today.

Obosi’s history is deeply rooted in Igbo tradition. It is believed to have
originated in the 16th century as a center for trade and commerce.
People say that a great hunter from Nri, Adike Ogu, started the town
with the brothers Alor and Ojoto, who came to settle in the place now
known as Obosi. It is close to Adike Market, where they first settled,
and it remains respected today through the shrine and tradition that
Okpala Obosi holds.

The name “Obosi” originated from a problem Adike encountered while
building his home. The land refused to hold, so he called it “Mbosis.”
After he talked to his brother Ojoto and did some spiritual work, they
solved the problem and named the place Obosi to show that they had
overcome the challenge.

Obosi’s early days were full of warriors and traders. Due to its
proximity to Onitsha, Obosi played a major role during the Biafran
War (1967-1970). The Ojukwu Bunker, named after Biafra leader
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu, still exists today as a sign of
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Obosi’s involvement in the war.

During colonial times, the British people began to notice Obosi due to
its organization and the way businesses were conducted. British
officials came to study their council system and reported to the Queen.
A well-known figure at the time, Chief Igwegbe Odum made a name
for himself through the palm oil and kola nut trade, significantly
impacting West Africa.

Obosi is in a hilly area, with Onitsha Metro area to the northwest,
Nkpor to the northeast, and Oba to the southeast. The town has
several areas, including Enekwasumpu, Ozalla, and Umuota, as well as
housing places such as Ugwuagba, Achaputa, Nkpikpa, and Little
Wood. While Maryland (now called Fegge) and Ata Mpama (now in
Ogbaru LGA) are also located in the area, it was Obosi that originally
had them before they gave them up.

Obosi is located between 6.12°N and 6.83°E, about 338 kilometers
from Abuja. Because it is close to the River Niger, traders can easily
transport their goods from other parts of Nigeria.

Obosi has a rich culture with Igbo traditions, including music, dance,
crafts, and festivals. The town is popular for traditional dance and
music. Highlife music, which Celestine Ukwu, from Obosi, helped
promote, is still respected today. This shows that Obosi helped make
Nigerian music impressive.

Crafts such as pottery, weaving, and woodcarving are passed down
from one generation to another. People sold them during festivals and
in the market, which still helped the economy.

Obosi performed the festival, which shows culture and unity:

New Yam Festival (Iri Ji): Every August, people would wear native
attire, dance, sing, and eat yams to thank God for their harvest.

Ofala Festival: Every October, a big celebration is held in honor of the

Ozi lkoro - African History, Culture & Indigenous Knowledge 03



OBOSI OZIKORO.COM - 04

Igwe of Obosi. People will match, sing, dance, and show their culture.
It is a sign of how important the Igwe is.

Ito Ogbo Festival: Every three years, Obosi celebrates people aged 80
to 89 years old. This festival has been around for over 500 years. They
will pray for them, give them the title, and do a ceremony. In 2021,
131 elders of that age will participate in the celebration, and
government officials from Abuja will attend. They will even carry it to
the UNESCO level.

Obosi is a trading town. They have big markets like Mgbuka Obosi,
the Biggest motor parts market in Southern Nigeria, where they sell
electronics and household items. The Electrical Market in Awada,
Obosi sells electrical items. People from all over Nigeria come to buy.

Media companies like Anambra Broadcasting Service and Minaj
Broadcast International are based in Obosi, and they do provide
people with jobs. The School of Health Technology is training people
for medical work, which still helps the town’s economy.

Obosi has schools that value education. Some good ones are:

Community Secondary School Obosi: A Government school that
teaches secondary students.

Don Bosco Secondary School is located on the Onitsha-Owerri Road,
in Ibolo Layout. They offer good education.

Health centers are available, and the School of Health Technology
provides training for health workers.

The town has a good layout with market and housing plans. Groups
like the Obosi Pillars Association International and the Udoye Street

Traders’ Association help the community and businesses grow.

Obosi remains strong today in terms of culture and identity. Festivals
like Ito Ogbo have caught the national eye, and they are working to
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get UNESCO recognition. The markets are still active, and it is close
to Onitsha metro area, helping the area remain a commercial
powerhouse.

Diaspora groups, such as the Obosi Community Association of New
York and the Obosi People’s Association of Atlanta, will join hands to
keep Obosi culture alive abroad.

Historical places like Ojukwu’s Bunker, the Oba Palace, and the Obosi
Community Museum attract visitors. Even TripAdvisor lists Obosi as a
place to visit.

Although Obosi is strong, it still has problems like land issues, too
many people in a small space, and drugs. Immigration has made life
tough, so they need good plans and management. Community groups
and police are trying to help solve these problems.

Obosi has good chances to grow in the future. If UNESCO approves
the Ito Ogbo Festival, tourism is expected to increase. If they invest in
schools and hospitals, people’s lives will improve. Diaspora people can
also help invest in and promote culture.

Obosi is a place rich in history, a shining culture, and thriving trade.
From Adike Ogu’s time up to the present, Obosi has shown that the
Igbo spirit is strong. Festivals, markets, and schools all show that the
town respects tradition and is still moving forward. Obosi will remain
a vital pillar in Anambra State and Nigeria as it continues to face and
solve challenges.
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