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gume is one of the old communities of Ukwuani (Ndokwa) in

what is now Delta State. Its story is part of the larger story of the
Igbo-speaking peoples west of the Niger, especially the Ukwuani
towns that grew up along the river and the lands behind it.
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Origins and Settlement

No single migration made Ogume. People arrived in waves, related
Igbo-speaking communities spread outward, settlers claimed new
farmland, families intermarried, and newcomers were absorbed. Out
of all this came the Ogume we know today.

That is the right way to read Ogume'’s traditions: as one thread in the
wider movement of Igbho-speaking people across the Niger. Ukwuani
belongs to the Igboid family of languages, and Ogume'’s institutions,
personal names, customs and traditional religion all keep strong ties
to the Igbo world beyond it.

The quarters within Ogume each carry their own memories of where
they came from. Together they show a community built from several
lineages, not descended from one founding ancestor. Newcomers also
kept arriving from neighbouring towns. The traditions of Ogbagwu
Quarter, for instance, trace its ancestors to Aboh, which shows how
steadily people moved between the major settlements of the lower
Niger.
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It would be a mistake to read these migrations as proof of a separate
ethnic origin. People in the Niger basin moved for many reasons: war,
farming, marriage, trade, political quarrels, or simply the hunt for
better land. Ogume’s movements belong to that shared history.
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Ogume as an Ukwuani-Igbo
Community

Ogume grew up inside the wider Ukwuani cultural zone. Its people
lived mainly from the land, growing yam, cassava and other food
crops, and supplementing that with palm produce, hunting and local
trade.

The environment shaped the community too. Forests and wide
farmlands gave people room to settle and expand, while the Niger and
its tributaries linked Ukwuani towns to their neighbours and to
markets. Over the generations the different lineages merged into a
common Ogume identity, though each kept the memory of its own
ancestors and its place of origin.
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Ogume people during Nduku

03

Traditional Political
Organisation

Ogume’s political system is one of its most distinctive features. It was
never built around an absolute hereditary king. Authority rested
largely on age, seniority, lineage and communal institutions, a pattern
common across Igbo societies, where power was shared among elders,
titled men, lineage heads and age grades.

Ozi lkoro - African History, Culture & Indigenous Knowledge 04



OGUME OZIKORO.COM - 05

04

The Okpala-Uku

The Okpala-Uku stands at the centre of this structure. He is the
community’s senior authority and embodies the principle of ancestral
seniority, which reflects how much weight traditional Igbo political
thought gives to age and lineage. His authority was never purely
personal. It worked within a wider system of elders and community
institutions, where matters affecting the people were discussed and
settled.
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The Onotu-Uku

The Onotu-Uku is the key administrative institution. It organises and
carries out communal decisions, working alongside the elders and the
Okpala-Uku.
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The Osele-Uku

The Osele-Uku is tied to the preservation of the community’s
important traditional and spiritual institutions. Its place in the system
shows how closely political authority, ancestral legitimacy and
traditional religion were bound together in Ogume.
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Age Grades

Ogume also kept the Otu, or age-grade system, which was central to
Igbo life everywhere. Age grades organised society and carried civic
duty at the same time. Their members could be called on to do
communal work, maintain public infrastructure, defend the
community and take part in important social events. Younger adult
grades did much of the physical labour and defence, while older
grades moved gradually into advisory and judicial roles.

So no single person ran Ogume. Authority was spread across elders,
lineage heads, age grades and traditional institutions.
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Nduku Ogume Festival

The Nduku Ogume Festival is among Ogume’s most important cultural
institutions. It is held near the end of the agricultural year and is tied
to the harvest. Like the New Yam celebrations found across Igbo land,
it gives the community a moment to mark the year’s farming, renewal
and shared life.

But Nduku does more than celebrate. Through songs, performances,
storytelling and open commentary, the community looks back on how
people behaved over the past year. Misconduct and anything that
harmed communal harmony can become the target of public criticism.

That makes the festival a form of moral teaching, social accountability
and reconciliation as much as entertainment. Through music, dance,
traditional dress, oral performance and ritual, Nduku also keeps much
of Ogume’s heritage alive.
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Agriculture and Community Life

Farming has always been at the heart of Ogume’s economy and daily
life. Yam, cassava, palm produce and other crops fed families and
supplied local trade, and the farming year fitted closely with the
community’s social and religious calendar.

As in other Igbo communities, farming was more than a way to make a
living. It was bound up with ancestral tradition, festivals, communal
labour and the people’s relationship with the land. The land was both
an economic resource and part of who the community was.
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Umuchime Ogume

Umuchime is one of the communities associated with Ogume. Its name
follows a familiar Igbo pattern: Umu (the children or descendants of)
plus an ancestor’s name. Umuchime is therefore the community or
lineage descended from an ancestor called Chime.

Its place within Ogume shows how much lineage mattered in Ukwuani
society. Communities were commonly known by their ancestral names
while also belonging to larger clan and territorial groupings. Like the
rest of Ogume, Umuchime grew up in the farming landscape of
Ukwuani and keeps the communal traditions typical of the region.
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Ogume in the Wider Igbo World

Ogume’s history is best read as part of the larger history of the
Igbo-speaking peoples of the Niger basin.

The Ukwuani developed west of the Niger while keeping their
linguistic and cultural ties to Igho communities on the eastern side.
People crossed the river constantly. The Niger divided the land, but it
also carried migration, trade, marriage and cultural exchange.

Ogume reflects that pattern. Its lineages hold different ancestral
traditions, yet together they built a shared Ukwuani identity. The
language, social organisation, festivals, age grades, titles and
relationship with the land all belong to the wider cultural history of
the Igboid peoples of the western Niger.
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