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Ò kòròshì masquerades perform religious and timekeeping
functions. Except in Mbieri area where the festival occurs

towards December, Òkòròshì masquerade features shortly before the
harvest of the New-yam, between July and August.

There are two kinds of Okroshi. Òkòròshì Ọma and Òkòròshì Ọjọ, the
former being playful and entertaining, while the other is feared for its
malevolence.

Due to the Trans-Orashi trade and cultural exchange, some features of
O wu have become merged with the Okroshi masquerade system, such
as the Owugiri dance and drums. Thus, in some areas Okroshi is
distinct from Owu, while in some, both are merged.
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An Òkòròshì Ọma Mask / Tribal Art

Òkòròshì Ọma is among the most popular masquerades in Igbo
culture. Known for its lively performances and rich meaning, it
represents the traditions, values, and spirituality of the Igbo people.
Let us take a look at the history, meaning, performances, and modern
importance of Òkòròshì Ọma, showing why it matters in Igbo society.
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Historical Background
Òkòròshì Ọma has a very ancient history in Igbo. Of course, in olden
days, masquerades have a tremendous impact on the social and
spiritual life of the people. They are thought to be representative of
the spirits of ancestors and gods. During ceremonies and festivals, the
masquerades connect the people to the spiritual world.
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Òkòròshì means masquerade, and Ọma means beauty or excellence.
So, Òkòròshì Ọma can be seen as the “beautiful masquerade,”
reflecting the grace and skill seen in its performances.
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Spiritual Connection
One of the most important dimensions of Òkòròshì Ọma is the spiritual
meaning ascribed to it. The masquerade is believed to embody the
spirits of ancestors returning to guide and protect their family
members. During performances, the masquerade connects the
audience to such spirits, hoping for blessings and guidance.
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Identity and Heritage
Ọma Ọkòròshì is an integral part of Igbo identity and heritage. It
reminds people of their great cultural history and traditions. The
communal members celebrate their roots by taking part in
masquerade performances and thereby nurturing belonging and pride.
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Social Bonding
Performances of Òkòròshì Ọma bring people together in a society.
Festivals involving the masquerade are a time of great liveliness when
people come together with their families and friends to create bonds
among themselves and with others. Such reunions will create strong
bonds within the society.
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05

Education and Morality
Masquerade performances often give moral lessons and cultural
stories. Òkòròshì Ọma, through dance and storytelling, teaches young
people Igbo values and customs. This education helps them develop
respect for traditions and responsibility.
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Artistic Features
The artistry of Òkòròshì Ọma is quite striking. Among a number of
identifying features, some distinctive features of this masquerade
include:
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Costumes
The masks of the performers are colored and very elaborate, including
bright fabrics, beads, and other decorative materials. Each one of
these costumes represents the character of the masquerade and tells
something about Igbo culture. Masks are also important, they are
used to disguise who the performer is. This disguises his identity and
allows him to become the spirit that he represents.
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08

Dance and Movement
The performances are focused essentially on dancing. Its movements
are flowing, graceful, and symbolic, expressing the qualities and
emotions of the spirit. Dancers get into interactions with the audience
in which they encourage them to participate in the show and have fun.

09

Music
These performances are accompanied by traditional Igbo music,
adding to the atmosphere. The drumming, singing, and use of
traditional instruments provide a very lively background that
electrifies the performance. Music plays an essential role in setting
the mood and conveying the themes of the masquerade.
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Contemporary Relevance
In recent times, some interest in traditional Igbo masquerades, such
as Òkòròshì Ọma, has been revived. Several cultural groups and
artists ensure the development of these traditions and that the young
are enlightened on their culture.
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11

Festivals and Cultural Events
Nowadays, Òkòròshì Ọma is very present at several cultural festivals
and events that locals and visitors come from elsewhere to attend. In
these events, Igbo culture is celebrated, and artists, musicians, and
dancers are given the stage to exhibit themselves. The exposure of the
Òkòròshì Ọma in such events puts Igbo culture in awareness and stirs
young people to continue with their traditions.
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International Acclamation
With the rise in interest in African cultures worldwide, Òkòròshì Ọma
has received widespread publicity outside Nigeria. This performance
has been enacted in several cultural showcases, museums, and art
galleries globally to represent Igbo masquerades’ beauty and
significance. Such exposure lets people know more about African
culture, while also creating opportunities for cultural exchange.

13

Conclusion
Òkòròshì Ọma is more than just a masquerade; it is a powerful symbol
of Igbo identity and beliefs. Through its history, artistic features, and
modern importance, Òkòròshì Ọma continues to play a vital role in the
lives of the Igbo people. It connects generations through shared
traditions and values. As efforts to preserve and celebrate this rich
cultural heritage grow, Òkòròshì Ọma remains a vibrant symbol of
Igbo pride and unity.
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