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T he Agbogho Mmuo masquerade is a revered Igbo cultural
tradition honoring the spirits of deceased maidens. Performed by

men, this masquerade embodies youthful beauty, grace, and purity.
Northcote Thomas’s early 20th-century photographs provide valuable
insights into this captivating tradition.

1. Idealized femininity: Embodying youthful beauty and innocence. 2.
Spiritual continuity: Connecting the living to the spirit world. 3.
Celebration of life: Honoring deceased maidens and reinforcing Igbo
values.

Photos of Agbogho Mmuo (maiden spirit) maskers, early 1900s taken
by Northcote Thomas.

The Agbogho Mmuo masquerade embodies the spirit of deceased
maidens and represents ideals of youthful beauty, grace, and purity.
This masquerade is typically performed by men during specific
festivals and ceremonies, despite its representation of female spirits.

symbolizes the spirits of young, unmarried girls who have died. These
spirits are believed to continue to live in the spiritual world, where
they are idealized for their beauty and innocence.

Agbogho Mmuo maskers wear elaborate and brightly colored
costumes designed to mimic the appearance of young women. They
dance is highly theatrical, with exaggerated gestures intended to
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display the idealized version of youthful femininity.

Through this masquerade, the Igbos celebrate beauty, femininity, and
the continuity of life, keeping the connection between the living and
the spirit world alive.
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