AV

=
Ozi Ikoro

AFRICAN HISTORY - CULTURE - INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

l///

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY

Embodied Spirits:

Igbo Wood-Masked Dancers and the
Cultural Significance of Masquerades
in Ugwuoba, 1959

By Chuka Odike

Ozikoro.com - Anthropology and Ethnography - 1 min read

FEATURE

IMAGE Small group of Igho wood-masked
dancers in various raffia and leaf

costumes, Ugwuoba village,
Nigeria.” Simon Ottenberg, 1959.
Smithsonian.

Article image - caption retained from the published Ozikoro article



ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY OZIKORO.COM - 02

0zi Ikoro
EMBODIED SPIRITS

Embodied Spirits: Igbo
Wood-Masked Dancers and the
Cultural Significance of
Masquerades in Ugwuoba, 1959

By Chuka Odike - Anthropology and Ethnography - Ozikoro.com

n 1959, anthropologist Simon Ottenberg documented a small group

of Igho wood-masked dancers in Ugwuoba village, Nigeria. These
dancers wore elaborate costumes made of raffia and leaves, which are
traditional materials commonly used in masquerades across various
Igbo communities.

Masquerades are integral to Igbo cultural and spiritual life, serving
both entertainment and ceremonial purposes. The masks represent
spirits, ancestors, or deities, and the performers, often believed to
embody these supernatural beings, play roles that uphold social
norms, enforce justice, or mark significant communal events.

Ottenberg, S. (1959). Small group of Igho wood-masked dancers in
various raffia and leaf costumes, Ugwuoba village, Nigeria
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