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By Chuka Odike - Religion and Spirituality - Ozikoro.com

n the Ohafia-Igbo community of southeastern Nigeria, the initiation

of a dibia (diviner or spiritual healer) is a revered process steeped
in symbolism, mysticism, and spiritual awakening. This rite transforms
a young initiate, often a boy or adolescent, marking his journey from
ordinary life to a realm of deep spiritual insight and responsibility
within the community.

1. Symbolically replaces the initiate’s eyes with those of a dog,
granting spiritual sight. 2. Enables the dibia to perceive spirits and
hidden realities invisible to non-initiates.

This spiritual awakening distinguishes the dibia from the layperson,
granting:

- Insight into the unknown - Ability to communicate with ancestors
and spirits - Enhanced perception and understanding.

A key aspect of dibia initiation in Ohafia culture is the symbolic
“replacement” of the initiate’s eyes with those of a dog. This
metaphorical act grants the initiate “spiritual sight,” believed to be
the ability to perceive realities invisible to the uninitiated, including
ancestral spirits, deities, and hidden forces that shape the material
world. The dog, regarded for its keen perception and loyalty,
symbolizes heightened awareness and an enduring connection to the
spiritual domain.

1. Connection with Ancestral Spirits: The newly initiated dibia can
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communicate with ancestors and other spiritual entities, serving as a
bridge between the living and the spiritual worlds. This role holds
immense importance, as ancestors are believed to guide, protect, and
influence the community’s well-being.

2. Role in Community Healing and Wisdom: The dibia is not only a
spiritual medium but also a healer, advisor, and custodian of cultural
wisdom. This initiation confers respect and authority, allowing the
dibia to interpret dreams, foresee potential events, and offer counsel
during personal and communal crises.

3. Enhanced Perception and Understanding: The initiation process,
through rituals and teachings, cultivates a heightened state of
awareness in the initiate. As he develops spiritually, the dibia gains a
nuanced understanding of Igbho cosmology, social dynamics, and the
underlying forces influencing health, fortune, and relationships.

This rite of passage reinforces the cultural continuity of the dibia
tradition in Ohafia-Igbo society, ensuring that each generation has
skilled diviners who maintain spiritual balance. Through this initiation,
the community sustains its spiritual heritage, where knowledge of the
unseen world shapes daily life and the collective identity.

As Akanu Ohafia (1990) and John C. McCall (2000) explain, this
initiation “opens the initiate’s eyes” to a realm beyond the ordinary.

Akanu, O. (1990). Ohafia: The Warrior and Spiritual Heritage.
University of Nigeria Press.

McCall, J. C. (2000). Dancing Histories: Heuristic Ethnography with
the Ohafia Igbo. University of Michigan Press
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