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he Igbo people are one of Nigeria’s largest ethnic groups. Their

knowledge of culture and creativity is so overwhelming. For
centuries, art forms like Uli body painting, masks, and Mbari houses
have influenced modern literature and global art. The Igbo people had
already displayed their creativity.

Traditional Igbo Art is the Root of Creativity

R

Igbo lady decorating house walls with uli, Igboland. Photo by Margaret Coﬁrtney-CIarke, late 1980s.
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Uli - This is traditional body and wall painting done by Igbo women.

The designs are body-hugging, beautiful, and reminiscent of the
natural world.

It is used during celebration, storytelling, and spiritual ceremony.

It never lasts long, but modern artists like Uche Okeke now showcase
the style at a modern art level.

Uli semi-permanent body art, Mgbala Agwa, 1983. Liz Willis.
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a ‘maiden spirit’ mask collected by Thomas in Agukwu Nri with Uli drawings

They have serious spiritual and cultural meaning.

People wear them during dance and festivals to represent spirits or
teach moral lessons.

The Ikenga Sculpture is an example of personal power and success.

All this art is a way to connect with ancestors and showcase one’s
personality.
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A clay figure of Amadioha in an Mbari house in “Some Nigerian Fertility Cults,” 1927.

Mbari houses are one big art project built by people to honor Ala, the
earth goddess.

The houses are filled with figures of gods, humans, and animals.

It will be built together as a community, and after it is completed, it
will be left to decay; that’s the symbol of life.

How Literature has made the voice of the Igbho people go International

Ozi lkoro - African History, Culture & Indigenous Knowledge 05



THE GLOBAL FACE OF IGBO ART OZIKORO.COM - 06

Chinuachebe (left) at the University of Cape Town in 2002, with Nelson Mandela

Chinua Achebe - Father of African Literature

Chinua Achebe wrote Things Fall Apart in 1958, and that book has
changed the story of Africa forever.

The way he combined both English and Igbo proverbs and culture left
everyone speechless.

His book discusses the contrast between tradition and modern life,
Colonial problems, and African identity.

He placed Africa in the global Literature map.

Adichie came with books like Purple Hibiscus, Half Of A Yellow Sun,
and Americanah.

She discusses Igbo stories from a modern perspective, covering topics
such as family, the Biafran war, women'’s issues, and life abroad.
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Her TED Talk, “The Danger of a Single Story,” is a big hit, and she has
helped people correct their impressions of Africa.

Modern Igbo Artists that are in The Global Art Scene
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Uche Okeke, Owls, From the Oja Suite, 1962, ink on paper © The Estate of Uche Okeke (Newark Museum)
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He was among the founders of the Zaria Art Society, who said that
African Artists should mix traditional and foreign styles - they call it
natural synthesis.

. A Nigerian-American artist who creates paintings that explore
identity and home.

. She combines Collage, drawing, and photography to relate her story
as an Igbo in diaspora.

Her works had been displayed in big places like the Tate and the
Whitney Museum.
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. An abstract artist who uses bright colours and lines.
. He got his style inspiration from Igbo textiles and culture.
. He uses his work to portray race, culture and identity.

From Uli painting, which lasts for just a few days, to books by Achebe
and Adichie that will last forever, Igbo creativity is no joke. It shows
power, pride, and a sense of purpose. As the world connects more,
Igbo art will still lead a conversation about culture and identity.

+ Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. Heinemann, 1958.

- Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Half of a Yellow Sun. Fourth Estate,
2006.

- Cole, Herbert M., and Chike C. Aniakor. Igbo Arts: Community and
Cosmos. University of California, 1984.

- Oguibe, Olu. The Culture Game. University of Minnesota Press,
2004.
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