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Remains of the Long Juju gorge at Arochukwu, the approach to the Ibini Ukpabi cave.

A rondizuogu, also called Ndi Izuogu or Izuogu na Iheme, is one of
the largest historic Aro settlements in southeastern Nigeria. Its

communities are spread across parts of Ideato North, Okigwe and
Onuimo Local Government Areas of Imo State. Many older Igbo towns
trace their beginnings to ancient migrations, but Arondizuogu came
out of the expansion of the Aro trading network and the settlements
founded by Izuogu Mgbokpo and his associate Iheme.

Its history is therefore tied closely to Arochukwu and the Aro
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commercial system, to the slave trade of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, to warfare, and to the absorption of
neighbouring communities.

01

Izuogu Mgbokpo Arrives
According to the dominant tradition, Mazi Izuogu Mgbokpo, an Aro
merchant and slave trader from Arochukwu, laid the foundations of
Arondizuogu in the eighteenth century. He is said to have travelled
from Arochukwu toward the Awka area looking for captives and trade.
Along the way he built a relationship with the people of Umualaoma,
where a local associate received and sheltered him.

The story of his settlement is a violent one. Tradition says Izuogu and
his followers turned on their hosts and took the land by force. Fighting
and killing marked the founding of the new settlement, and parts of
the indigenous population were driven out or taken in.

Izuogu did not act alone. His family and close associates formed the
core around which the settlement grew. They included his children
Uche and Awa, his brothers Imoko and Njoku, and his chief servant
and ally Iheme, traditionally said to have come from Isi-Akpu Nise
near Awka. The community came to be known as Izuogu na Iheme,
after the two ancestral traditions it grew from.

02

What the Name Means
Arondizuogu is traditionally read as “the Aro of Izuogu,” tying the
settlement to both its founder and the wider Aro commercial and
political network. The phrase Izuogu na Iheme matters just as much to
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the people’s sense of who they are, because it names the two great
ancestral divisions: Ndi Izuogu, descended from Izuogu and his
lineage, and Ndi Iheme, descended from Iheme.

So Arondizuogu was never a simple single-lineage settlement. Over
time people of different origins joined through migration, marriage,
war, settlement and political alliance. Some traditions add that
captives who were absorbed into the society kept or took on the
Izuogu identity.

03

Growth Within the Aro System
As the settlement took hold, its population grew and its influence
spread. It developed inside the wider Aro economy, which linked
Arochukwu with markets and settlements across southeastern Nigeria
and beyond. That economy rested on long-distance trade in farm
produce, manufactured goods and enslaved people, and Arondizuogu
became one of its important centres.

Expansion brought warfare and land disputes. New villages appeared
around the first communities, some founded by members of the
founding families and others formed as migrants and people from
nearby areas were absorbed. Arondizuogu became a large, scattered
settlement, not one compact town.

04

Ezerioha Udensi and the Settling
of Land
The spread of Arondizuogu led to long conflict with its neighbours.
Local tradition credits Ezerioha Udensi of Obiokwara, Obinihu,
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Umualaoma, a patriarch of the host community, with helping to end
some of it. Instead of letting the fighting drag on, he is said to have
arranged the peaceful allocation of land to the growing Arondizuogu
population. The arrangement accepted that the new settlement was
permanent and that its people could no longer simply go back to
Arochukwu.

This matters because it shows that Arondizuogu’s consolidation was
not only conquest. It also involved negotiation, land grants and
accommodation between older communities and the growing Aro
population.

05

Okoro Idozuka
A later chapter belongs to Okoro Idozuka, originally called Okoli
Idozuka, said to have come from Isi-Akpu Nise. He arrived in the
nineteenth century, when Arondizuogu was already an important
centre of Aro commerce. He rose as a warrior, merchant and political
leader and helped extend the territory under Arondizuogu’s influence.
Tradition remembers him as both a wealthy trader and a formidable
military figure.

His family became one of the leading political families of the
settlement. His son Nwankwo Okoro joined his father’s trade at a
young age and, after British colonial rule was established, was among
the local leaders appointed warrant chiefs. Figures like these show
how Arondizuogu changed from a settlement defined by Aro
commercial expansion into a substantial political and economic
community.
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06

Ndi Izuogu and Ndi Iheme
The traditional organisation of Arondizuogu is understood through two
broad ancestral divisions.

Ndi Izuogu trace their roots to Izuogu Mgbokpo, his immediate family
and the early communities that grew around his settlement. The
villages and settlements linked to this section are Awa, Uche, Njoku,
Imoko, Amazu, Ejezie, Adimoha, Anyake, Uwaonu, Ucheagwu, Ndubisi
and Ekwulu. Other settlements in the wider Arondizuogu area,
including Aro-Umuduru and Aro-Amuro, are connected to the broader
Aro settlement system. Among the autonomous communities of the
Izuogu section are Awa-Izuogu, Ndiuche and Ejezie-Izuogu.

Ndi Iheme trace their ancestry to Iheme, Izuogu’s close associate and
chief servant. The communities linked to this branch are Aniche,
Onuoha, Eze, Okonkwo, Ogbuonyeoma, Akeme/Akaeme, Ukwu and
Akunwanta.

The two divisions were never separate worlds. They grew within the
same political and economic system and came to be known together as
Izuogu na Iheme.

07

One of the Great Aro Settlements
Arondizuogu became one of the most important Aro settlements
outside Arochukwu itself. Its place in the Aro network gave its people
links with many communities across southeastern Nigeria. Its history
was shaped above all by the nineteenth-century growth of commerce
and the long-distance slave trade, and its merchants worked in

Ozi Ikòrò  ·  African History, Culture & Indigenous Knowledge 06



ARONDIZUOGU OZIKORO.COM  ·  07

networks stretching across Igboland and neighbouring regions.

The wealth from trade produced powerful merchant families, military
leaders and political institutions, and helped pay for the growth of
settlements and social institutions. But this history has to be read
alongside the violence of the Atlantic and internal slave trades. The
activities of Aro merchants and their allies were bound up with the
capture, movement and sale of enslaved people, though the
experiences of different communities and individuals varied widely.

08

Colonial Rule
British rule fundamentally changed Arondizuogu’s political order. The
colonial authorities tried to govern through existing or newly
recognised local leaders, and in Arondizuogu influential men were
brought into the system as warrant chiefs and other intermediaries.
Men who had held influence through kinship, wealth, war and trade
now dealt with an administration that imposed new legal and political
structures. The colonial period also helped bring down the older Aro
commercial and military system, especially after British military
campaigns against Aro institutions in the early twentieth century.

09

A Scattered Community
One of Arondizuogu’s distinctive features is how widely it is spread. It
grew through many villages across present-day Ideato North, Okigwe
and Onuimo, each keeping its own village identity while sharing the
wider Arondizuogu name. It is better seen as a large settlement
complex and cultural community than as a single town.
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Its people came from several sources: the descendants of Izuogu and
Iheme, migrants from other Igbo communities, absorbed neighbouring
populations, marriage, commercial migration and the spread of Aro
settlements. Izuogu na Iheme remains the main traditional identity of
the people.

Arondizuogu’s history reflects several major developments in
southeastern Nigerian history: the rise of Arochukwu and the Aro
trading network, the growth of long-distance commerce, the slave
trade, warfare and territorial expansion, migration, indigenous
political organisation, and the changes brought by British rule. It is
not the story of one founder. It is the story of a community built
around the traditions of Izuogu Mgbokpo and Iheme, expanded over
generations, and enlarged by people of many backgrounds until it
became one of the most significant Aro settlements in Igboland. Ndi
Izuogu and Ndi Iheme still give the framework for understanding its
traditional organisation and identity.
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