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T he Igbo Jigida dance is a traditional performance rooted in the
rich cultural heritage of the Igbo people of Nigeria. The dance is

named after the “jigida”, a string of colourful beads worn around the
waist by women. These beads play a central role in the dance,
emphasizing the graceful movements of the waist and hips, which are
key features of the performance.

Traditionally performed by young women at social and cultural
gatherings, including weddings, festivals, and ceremonies, the Jigida
dance serves as a form of celebration and storytelling. The dancer’s
fluid movements are synchronized with rhythmic beats of traditional
instruments such as the ụdụ (clay pot drum), ogene (metal gong), and
ekwé (wooden drum). These instruments create a lively atmosphere,
drawing spectators into the vibrant cultural experience.
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Igbo Jigda Dancer “Anambra State,” (postcard) photographed by Jackie Phillips, c. 1970s.

Beyond entertainment, the Jigida dance holds deep cultural
significance. The beads symbolize beauty, fertility, and womanhood,
reflecting the dancers connection to their identity and heritage. The
performance also promotes unity, as dancers move in harmony to the
communal rhythms. Over time, the Jigida dance has evolved,
incorporating modern elements while retaining its traditional essence,
thus bridging the gap between the past and the present.

In preserving the Igbo cultural identity, the Jigida dance remains a
vital practice, showcasing the elegance and resilience of Igbo
traditions. It continues to inspire pride and foster cultural continuity
among the Igbo people and beyond.
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