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Introduction The Ikenga GT, a luxury grand touring (GT) car developed in
the 1960s, remains a remarkable example of automotive design blending
African cultural inspiration with modern engineering. Named after Ikenga,
the Igbo symbol of personal achievement and success, this car was the
brainchild of David Gittens, a Black American designer and photographer
who gained...
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Introduction

T he Ikenga GT, a luxury grand touring (GT) car developed in the

1960s, remains a remarkable example of automotive design
blending African cultural inspiration with modern engineering. Named
after Ikenga, the Igbo symbol of personal achievement and success,
this car was the brainchild of David Gittens, a Black American
designer and photographer who gained recognition in the British
automotive industry.
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David Gittens and the Creation
of Ikenga GT

David Gittens, an expatriate Black American, was an accomplished
photographer before turning to automotive design. By the late 1960s,
he had established himself in Britain as part of a growing community
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of African Americans excelling in various fields abroad (Ebony, 1969).
The Ikenga GT was a realization of his childhood dream, a futuristic
luxury automobile that would stand out in both design and
performance.

Gittens envisioned the lkenga GT as a high-performance vehicle that
fused sleek aesthetics with advanced aerodynamics. His initial
sketches were drawn on photographic paper in his studio, gradually
evolving into a fully realized prototype. The car quickly gained
attention in the GT automotive world for its innovative design and
unique cultural reference.
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The Cultural Significance of
Ikenga

In Igbo cosmology, Ikenga is a powerful symbol representing personal
achievement, ambition, and success. Typically depicted with two
horns, it embodies strength, determination, and the drive to overcome
obstacles (Onwuejeogwu, 1981). By naming his car after Ikenga,
Gittens paid homage to Igbo heritage, infusing his creation with a
deeper philosophical meaning. The choice reflected not only a
connection to African identity but also a celebration of human
ingenuity and perseverance.
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The Ikenga GT’s Impact on Auto
Design

The Tkenga GT was a visionary project that influenced the world of
high-performance automobiles. Its futuristic aesthetics and
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streamlined body captured the imagination of the British GT design
community. Although the car never became a mass-produced
commercial success, it remains an important milestone in automotive
history, highlighting the contributions of Black designers in a
predominantly white-dominated industry (Ebony, 1969).

The Ikenga GT stands as a testament to David Gittens’ creativity and
the rich cultural heritage of the Igho people. More than just a luxury
vehicle, it was an artistic statement, bridging African symbolism with
modern technology. Today, the Ikenga GT is remembered as an iconic
piece of 1960s automotive history, which it also has modern Igbo car
manufacturing industry such as Innoson vehicles was also inspired to
make they brand. A reflection of the fusion of culture, ambition, and
innovation.

Ebony. (1969, September). Expatriate photographer’s dream car stirs
GT auto design world in Great Britain.

Onwuejeogwu, M. A. (1981). An Igbo civilization: Nri kingdom and
hegemony. Ethiope Publishing Corporation.
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