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A lively town by a shimmering lake in Imo State, Nigeria, where the
sound of metal gongs fills the air, and people dance in colorful

costumes under the warm September sun. This is Oguta, a gem in the
heart of Igboland, and every year, it comes alive with the Ogene
Festival, a three-day burst of music, merriment, and tradition. Held in
late August or early September, this celebration kicks off the harvest
season, blending the old ways of the Igbo people with a carnival spirit
that draws crowds from near and far. It’s a time when Oguta shines,
its streets alive with rhythm, laughter, and a shared love for culture.
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Where It All Began
The Ogene Festival is part of a bigger tradition called Omerife, the
New Yam Festival in Oguta. Long ago, the Igbo people of this lakeside
town started giving thanks for their harvest with prayers and feasts.
But Oguta added its own twist and the Ogene Nkirika, a wild, joyful
parade that’s now the star of the show. “Ogene” means a metal gong,
a traditional instrument with a sharp, ringing sound that’s been part
of Igbo life for centuries. The festival celebrates this music, turning it
into a symbol of Oguta’s spirit.

Some say it began as a way to chase away bad vibes after the harvest,
a cleansing ritual with noise and dance. Others see it as pure fun and
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a chance for the community to let loose before the serious business of
yam celebrations begins. Whatever the story, it’s grown into a
three-day party that sets the stage for Ogene Oma and Omerife, where
families cook yam dishes and share them with friends. Today, it’s a
cultural treasure, loved for its energy and unique charm.
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Getting Ready for the Fun
Weeks before the festival, Oguta buzzes with excitement. Young men
rummage through homes and markets, gathering old clothes, paint,
and props to make outrageous costumes. Some dress as women in
bright wrappers, others as ghosts or clowns with smeared faces. The
goal? To look wild and funny, ready to dance and parade down Ameshi
Road, the town’s main street and the heart of the action.

Meanwhile, musicians tune their ogene gongs, drums, and flutes.
Women stock up on food like yams, fish, and palm wine and for the
feasts that follow. The air crackles with anticipation as kids practice
their dance moves, hoping to join the big show. It’s a team effort, with
everyone from elders to little ones pitching in to make the festival a
hit.

03

Three Days of Pure Joy
The Ogene Festival explodes into life on day one, usually in late
August. The gongs clang loud and clear, calling people to the streets.
Groups of dancers, some in costumes so crazy you can’t help but
laugh, march along Ameshi Road, swaying to the beat. The ogene’s
sharp notes mix with the deep thud of drums and the whistle of flutes,
creating a sound that’s impossible to resist. Kids chase after the
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performers, giggling, while adults clap and cheer.

Day two turns up the heat. The masquerades join in tall figures
wrapped in raffia and feathers, their masks painted in bold reds and
blacks. These aren’t just for fun; they represent ancestors, bringing
blessings and a touch of mystery. The crowd tosses coins at their feet,
a sign of respect and delight. Street vendors pop up, selling roasted
yam and spicy fish, while palm wine flows like water.

By day three, it’s a full-blown carnival. The whole town joins the party
age grades, families, even visitors from places like Owerri or Port
Harcourt. People dance in the streets, some in their best native
outfits, others in whatever wild getup they’ve dreamed up. The night
ends with storytelling by the lake, Oguta’s famous blue waters
glowing under the moon. It’s a perfect close to a festival that’s all
about joy and togetherness.
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Why It Matters
The Ogene Festival isn’t just a good time, it’s a lifeline to Igbo culture.
The ogene gong, with its sharp, happy sound, is a star here, reminding
everyone of the music that’s shaped their lives. The costumes and
dances pull from old stories, keeping traditions alive in a world that’s
always changing. Even with Christianity strong in Oguta, the festival
fits right in a celebration of heritage that everyone can enjoy.

It’s also a glue for the community. Families reunite, old friends catch
up, and the diaspora people who’ve moved to Lagos or abroad, come
home to join the fun. Leaders like Charles Oputa (aka Charly Boy), a
famous Oguta son, sometimes show up, adding star power to the
event. Plus, it helps the town grow. Money raised during Ezumezu
Igbere, a sister event, has built roads and schools proof that culture
can spark progress.
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Oguta: The Lake Town That
Shines
Oguta sits on the east bank of Oguta Lake, Nigeria’s second-largest
natural lake, about 30 miles from Owerri. It’s a place of beauty, blue
waters, green hills, and a golf course that hints at its tourism dreams.
The town’s 27 villages, split between old Oguta Ameshi and the
planned New Layout, share a rich history tied to the Niger River and
oil fields that power Imo State. But it’s the culture that stands out,
with festivals like Ogene putting Oguta on the map.

Visitors love it too. The lake, the food, the music, it’s a getaway that
feels alive. The festival draws tourists who snap photos, taste local
dishes, and dance with the locals, boosting shops and vendors. It’s a
chance for Oguta to show off its charm and maybe, one day, become a
big name in Nigerian tourism.
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A Party That Never Fades
When the last gong fades and the costumes come off, the Ogene
Festival leaves Oguta buzzing. It’s a promise of more harvests, more
music, more memories. For three days, this lake town becomes a
stage, proving that joy and tradition can go hand in hand. If you’re
ever in Imo State come September, follow the sound of the gongs.
You’ll find Oguta waiting, ready to welcome you with open arms and a
beat you won’t forget.
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