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IMAGE The Ngene figure, known as Alusi
Ngene, is a carved wooden

representation that embodies both
male &#038; female physical
attributes. It features scarification
marks &#038; carved bangles on the
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or the Igbo people who follow Odinani, the world has levels.

Chukwu, the big boss who created everything, is at the top but
doesn’t interact with us. He sends Alusi, his workers, to manage the
affairs. These Alusi are not bosses on their own; they report to
Chuwku. They connect closely with Ala, the earth mama who holds the
land and life. Chuwku is far away, but Alusi is nearby. They can get
angry easily but can also render help.

Elu Igwe (Sky)- Chuwku crib, too high for us

Uwa (This Life)- where we and Alusi hangout

Ala Mmuo (Spirit Land)- Where ancestors and ghosts stay
Unborn Side- Where the souls are yet to be born

Alusi moves between Uwa and Ala Mmuo like middlemen. If people
don’t hail them or perform their rituals, they may become weak. But if
they are respected, they’ll be strong—it’s a give-and-take business.

She’s not only for farming; she watches how we behave. Ala is the
ground that people walk on; she holds the dead and sets rules, which
we call Omenala. If you do something bad called nso ala (like sleeping
with your sister or killing a person), Ala will be angered and yam
won’t grow, sickness will spread. Dibia, the priest, will quickly
cleanse. Her shrine is a small heap with wood idols; that’s where their
village settles issues.

Amadioha (Thunder God) is the “sky landlord.” He uses thunder and
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lightning to kill bad people. They say if you steal, Amadioha will fry
you and leave your body black on the road as a lesson. His priests
hear thunder as if it’s talking, and white cloth is his colour, which
means purity. One story says Amadioha splits a tree to catch a thief
who hid—it’s a warning to everybody.

Ikenga (Power and Hustle): This is a personal Alusi— every man can
have his own Ikenga statue, with two horns, a sword, and a cut-off
head. It’s for the power to overcome life challenges, like work or fight.
Traders and fighters call it for luck. If your Hustle is failing, they
might say your Ikenga is weak; you’ll carve a new one. It’s you and
Ikenga working together.

Ekwensu (Trickster Guy): People mix him up with the devil because of
the church, but Ekwensu is a sharp guy who shakes things. Warriors
call him for his war sense, traders for his market smartness. He can
scatter things but can also rebuild them.

One story says he stole yam from Njoku Ji and sold it back—what a
hustler.

Agwu (Madness and healing): This one controls Dibia’s
work—divination, healing, and even madness.

If Agwu catches you, you might see visions or go crazy, but if you
settle him with kola nut or goat, you will be a prophet. He plays with
your head, showing that madness and sense are close.

Alusi is not far— they’re inside life. Their shrine, which they call okwu
Alusi, can be a big place with clay statues or just a bush with an ogilisi
tree.

Gifts: We drop yam, palm wine, and fowl in the shrine to beg for a
favour or cool their temper. If it’s a big problem, like cleansing bad

things, we can kill a goat.

Party: For the Mmanwu masquerade, people wear masks to act like
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Alusi or ancestors—it’s a big show. In the yam Festival (Iri Ji), we hail
Njoku Ji with food, so there will be plenty of yam.

Check Future: Dibia uses afa— like seeds or shells— to ask Alusi
what’s happening. If thunder strikes, the village might run to beg
Amadioha with sacrifice.

Sometimes, Alusi can enter a person’s body and talk through them.
It’s not a joke— people who connect with Alusi get it, like the healer in
Agwu. You’ll do a ritual to balance it.

One story describes how Ala and Amadioha teamed up: the village
buried a murderer in holy ground, Ala locked up the farm, no food
grew, and Amadioha struck the family with lightning. After seven days
of cleansing, peace returned. It’s a sign that Alusi keeps order.

Another story said Ekwensu tested Ikenga with wrestling. Ekwensu
cheated, but Ikenga still won because he didn’t give up—it’s a lesson
that not only power but also the heart matters.

White people and the church scattered Odinani, calling Alusi “idols.”
But they still exist—village people hold on to them, and city people use
them in stories and proverbs. Some mix with the Bible—Amadioha is
like the God who gets angry in the Old Testament. They might change,
like they have since the beginning.
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