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O nce upon a time, there was a powerful king who ruled over both
people and wild animals. Among all creatures, the tortoise was

known as the wisest. The king had a son named Ekpenyon, and he
gave him fifty young girls as wives. However, the prince did not like
any of them. This made the king very angry, so he made a strict law: if
any man had a daughter more beautiful than the prince’s wives, and if
the prince liked her, both the girl and her parents would be killed.

Around this time, the tortoise and his wife had a very beautiful
daughter. The tortoise’s wife was afraid that the prince might fall in
love with her, so she told her husband they should kill the child to
avoid danger. But the tortoise refused. Instead, he hid his daughter
until she was three years old.

One day, while the tortoise and his wife were working on their farm,
the king’s son went hunting near their home. He saw a bird sitting on
the fence, watching the little girl. The bird was so amazed by the girl’s
beauty that it didn’t notice the prince coming. The prince shot the bird
with his arrow, and it fell inside the fence. He sent his servant to pick
it up, but the servant saw the little girl while searching. He was so
stunned by her beauty that he rushed back to tell the prince. Curious,
the prince broke down the fence, found the girl, and immediately fell
in love with her. He talked to her for a long time, and she agreed to
marry him. The prince went home but kept his love for the tortoise’s
daughter a secret from his father.

The next day, the prince called the royal treasurer and took sixty
pieces of cloth and three hundred brass rods as gifts. He sent these to
the tortoise and then went to his house to ask for his daughter’s hand
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in marriage. The tortoise was terrified because he knew that he and
his family would be killed if the king found out. But the prince
promised to protect them, even if it cost him his life. After much
discussion, the tortoise agreed to let the prince marry his daughter
when she was old enough.

Later, the prince told his mother, the queen, about his decision. She
was worried because she knew the king would be furious and might
even kill their son. But she also wanted her son to marry the girl he
loved. So, she visited the tortoise and gave him more gifts—money,
clothes, yams, and palm oil—to ensure he wouldn’t give his daughter
to someone else.

The prince often visited the tortoise’s daughter, Adet, for the next five
years. When Adet was ready to be married, the prince told his father
about his plans. The king was furious and ordered all his subjects to
gather in the marketplace for an important meeting.

On the chosen day, the marketplace was filled with people. The king
and queen arrived and sat on their royal seats. The king ordered that
Adet be brought before him. When he saw her, he was shocked by her
beauty. He told the crowd that although he was angry at his son for
disobeying him, he understood why the prince had chosen her. He
forgave his son and agreed to the marriage.

The people, amazed by Adet’s beauty, asked the king to cancel the
harsh law. The king agreed. Since the law was under the “ Egbo”
society’s rules, he called eight Egbo members, gave them palm wine
and money gifts, and announced that the law was canceled throughout
the kingdom. No one would be punished for having a daughter more
beautiful than the prince’s wives ever again.

The king then ordered the prince and Adet to marry the same day. A
grand celebration followed, lasting fifty days. The king slaughtered
five cows, provided plenty of foo-foo and palm oil dishes, and placed
large pots of palm wine in the streets for everyone to enjoy. There was
singing, dancing, and performances day and night. The prince and his
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friends also entertained the crowd.

When the celebrations ended, the king gave the tortoise half of his
kingdom to rule and three hundred slaves to work on his farms. The
prince also gifted his father-in-law two hundred women and one
hundred girls as servants. The tortoise became one of the richest men
in the kingdom. The prince and Adet lived happily together for many
years. After the king died, the prince became the new king.

01

Moral
Always cherish your daughters, no matter how poor you are. Their
beauty might one day lead them to greatness, even into the royal
family, bringing wealth and honor to your household.
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