
Ozi Ikòrò
AFRICAN HISTORY  ·  CULTURE  ·  INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE

ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY

Umuolu:
A Community’s Struggle for
Development and Preservation of
Tradition
By Chukwunwike Ossai
Ozikoro.com · Anthropology and Ethnography · 4 min read

FEATURE
IMAGE NO FEATURED IMAGE IN THE RECORD

The article carries no featured image, so this panel is left as an honest
empty space rather than filled with one.



ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY OZIKORO.COM  ·  02

Ozi Ikòrò
UMUOLU

Umuolu: A Community’s
Struggle for Development and
Preservation of Tradition
By Chukwunwike Ossai  ·  Anthropology and Ethnography  ·  Ozikoro.com

Umuolu is a community in Delta State, Nigeria, occupied by an
Igbo-speaking group. They are part of the big Ukwuani

community, which is under the Ndokwa East or Ndokwa West Local
Government Areas (LGA) in Delta State. The people of Ndokwa are
with a strong culture, farming skills, have crude oil and gas in
industrial quantity and many other things that have contributed to the
progress of Delta State.

This will give you a full gist about Umuolu, its history, culture,
economy, how it operates, the problems it faces, and what is likely to
happen in the future.

The history of Umuolu came alongside the big Igbo movement, which
happened years ago. The name” Umuolu” means “Children of Olu” or
“people from Olu,” so it seems it originated from a man named Olu.

The people of Ndokwa are indigenous to the land they inhabit and
others migrated from the old Nri kingdom and other Igbo areas,
settling where they are now because the land is rich in farming and it
is close to the River Niger, which helps them in trading and other
forms of movement.

During the colonial Era, the British government took over Umuolu and
other places in Ndokwa using indirect rule, which destabilized the
traditional leaders little, but the community never let go of its
traditions. After Nigeria’s independence, Umuolu was situated in the
Midwestern region, later moved to Bendel State, and finally became
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Delta State in 1991, and now part of the areas agitating to have
Anioma State.

Umuolu is filled with interesting, lively cultures, customs, festivals,
and old ways of displaying its roots like other Ndokwa kins. The
people of Umuolu speak Ukwuani dialect, which is Igbo, with minor
differences from other Igbo-speaking areas.

Iwa Ji(New Yam Festival): This is celebrated yearly, thanking God for
a good harvest with rituals, dance, and many foods.

Igwa Aka(initiation): This is for young boys who are gradually
becoming men.

Marriage: Traditional marriages involve the Igba Nkwu steps of taking
a bride price, like most Igbo clans

Christianity has taken over Umuolu, but most elderly ones still give
respect to their ancestors and gods like “Onyeishi.”

The economy of Umuolu is mostly farming, fishing, with little trade
and hand-working skills.

Crops: Yam, cassava, plantain, and palm fruits are the main crops they
plant.

Fishing: Because they are close to River Niger, fishing is a strong
work there.

Palm oil: most families produce palm oil for business.

Trading: They sell farm products in nearby markets, such as Ashaka,
Kwale, and Aboh.

Economy crises: Lack of modernized farming tools; bad roads, which
make it difficult to get to the market; and the government failing to
properly support petty businesses.
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Umuolu has traditional leaders and a modernized government who
work together.

Traditional Leaders:The Eze (king) handles culture and community
matters, with support from chiefs (Ndichie).

Umuolu is under the Ndokwa East or Ndokwa West Local Government
Area, depending on where it is located. The Local Government tries its
best to provide minor things but is slow in developing.

Umuolu, like many other villages in Nigeria, lacks infrastructural
facilities

Schools: They have primary and secondary schools, but there are not
enough books or chairs.

If you are looking for a university, then you will have to travel to
Kwale or Oleh.

Hospitals: There are few health centers, but people with serious cases
are taken to general hospitals in nearby towns.

Clean water and light are lacking in most places.

Transportation: No tar roads, making rainy seasons difficult.

The River Niger serves as another means of transportation.

Lack of Development: Poor infrastructure that is being overlooked by
the government.

Youth Joblessness: most youths relocate to cities for a better life.

Flood: The River Niger causes a lot of problems for houses and farms.

Politics: The people of Ndokwa feel they are voiceless in Delta State.
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What Might Happen in The Future: Despite all the problems, Umuolu
is likely to develop if;

Farming Upgrade: The use of machines in processing foods.

Good Infrastructure: Road construction, lights, and hospital building.

Youth Empowerment: Teaching skills and establishing new
businesses.

Tourism: The use of Festivals and rivers to attract visitors.

Umuolu is a place with interesting cultures and a strong farming life.
It has problems, but with cooperation in terms of agriculture,
infrastructure, and schools, it might become useful in Nigeria.
Preserving their tradition and growing in modernity will be the key.
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