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This refers to a traditional ritual practiced in Elele, Some Ikwerre
groups and the Igbo people at large to ensure a bountiful yam harvest.

Elele, a town in Rivers State, Nigeria, known for it’s rich agricultural
land. Talbot captured the event holding in Chief Elechi place, A local
leader and custodian of traditional practices in the community.

Yams were a staple crop in Igbo culture, symbolizing fertility and
prosperity. The ritual significance of wrestling match as fertility ritual
is believed to stimulate the growth of yams. Where’s the Wrestlers
represented the struggle between good and evil, fertility and
barrenness.

The ritual focuses on honouring ancestral spirits, seeking their
blessings for a successful harvest.

The wrestlers preparare by purifying themselves through rituals and
sacrifices were they are selected men engaged in a symbolic wrestling
match, often with ritualistic movements, invocation, prayers and
incantations to the ancestors and deities to ensure a fruitful harvest
were sacrifices and offerings are made to the gods, including food,
animals, or other items.

The importance and significance of this agricultural ritual is ensured a
bountiful yam harvest, guaranteeing food security, binding and
connection between the ancestors and the living.

Percy Amaury Talbot’s noted that this practice can be seen in various
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parts of Igbo land such Oratta, Eziama (Mbaise), Etche, Egbema,
Ndoki, (Ogba), Ekpeye as far his survey could cover and demonstrates
the significance of yam cultivation in Igbo culture.

Some Nigerian Fertility Cults – Percy Amaury Talbot – 1912.

Talbot, P. A. (1932). Tribes of the Niger Delta. London: Sheldon Press.
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